SURGE – The Applied Research Centre in Sustainable Regeneration

Description

SURGE provides high quality, evidence-based applied research, consultancy, education and training services to the public, private and voluntary sectors to support business and society in achieving sustainable regeneration through economic and social development.  SURGE’s work has a direct impact by informing both regeneration policy and practice.  Our commissioned research and continuing professional development activities are very much people focused either indirectly, through them being beneficiaries of our services, or directly through them shaping, participating and engaging in our research, consultancy and training activities.  Moreover, we routinely share our findings with those who have contributed to our research projects, and place a particular emphasis on publicising and applying the results of our work. 

Key Areas of Activity

• Economic Development, Modernisation & Diversification:  Agricultural restructuring, labour market analysis, urban and rural development, competitiveness, urban and rural connectivity, sectors and clusters, skills needs and provision and the Motor Industry Observatory.

• Social Inclusion & Neighbourhood Renewal:  Social inclusion, sustainable communities, quality of life, community cohesion, social justice, neighbourhood renewal and economic disparity.

• Continuing Professional Development:  Providing current training to regeneration practitioners and developing further materials and programmes based upon our research and consultancy activities, thus ensuring that training is informed by up to date theory and practice.

Examples of Recently Completed Projects and Current Work:
· Mapping the Creative Industries in Coventry & Warwickshire (For Coventry’s Local Economic Growth Initiative)
· Pregnant Teenagers and their Experiences

· Canley Quality of Life Survey (For Coventry City Council)
· Involving Local Communities in Shaping Neighbourhood Priorities

· Mapping Local Food Webs (For Campaign to Protect Rural England)
· Training – Teenage Pregnancy and Parenthood
· Ultra Low Carbon Vehicle Trial (For the Technology Strategy Board)
· Evaluation of Braunstone New Deal for Communities (For Braunstone Community Association)
Strengths

Research that has both academic relevance and ‘makes a difference’:

• Feasibility and impact studies

• Needs analyses and mapping exercises

• Participatory methodologies

• Policy and programme evaluations

• Qualitative and quantitative survey work

Further Information

Email: regen.bes@coventry.ac.uk

Telephone: 024 7679 5757
Website:  www.coventry.ac.uk/surge
