Briefing Note

Visit to the Region by Brazilian Oil & Industry Representatives

Background

Brazil is the largest energy market in South America and the State-run company Petrobras is the dominant player in the marketplace, The company’s planned investment of US$140 billion in the sector between 2010 and 2014 is one of the largest corporate investment plans in the world. 
In addition, the Board of Petrobras approved a set of projects with total investments of around US$ 250 billion for the post-2014 period. The programme includes the development on a vast scale including 45 platforms, 49 ships, 195 vessels, four gas treatment plants and new and upgraded refineries.

There are new big discoveries of oil and natural gas in Brazil which will generate a demand for the sort of technologies the Tyne excels in to explore and produce hydrocarbons in these challenging areas.

Petrobras has set up a new office in the UK last year focused on Exploration and Production. With the new team based in London, Petrobras wants to identify universities, research centres and companies in Europe to help the Brazilian operator to achieve its ambitious targets in Brazil.

Brazil is the UK’s most important trading partner in Latin America with UK exports of goods valued at £523 million in 2008, an increase of 50 percent on the previous year. Bilateral trade between Brazil and the UK increased 38 percent to over £4 billion in 2009. 
The country will be investing significantly in the coming years to develop oil & gas reserves, many of which are in deep water in excess of 2,000 metres. The UK, and potentially the North East, is well positioned to take a share of this business.
Purpose of visit
Northern Offshore Federation is hosting a high level delegation from the Rio Grande Do Sul region of Brazil on Monday 28 June and Tuesday 29 June. 

The aim is for the group to meet companies that are interested / committed to doing business in and with Brazil and to inform local companies about the opportunities in South American oil markets.
NOF have organised a series of presentations from Petrobras on the morning of Monday 28 June at the Hilton for paying NOF members. This will outline future projects, technology requirements from UK companies and their ambitions to interact with the UK supply chain, with the opportunity for a series of one to one meetings with NOF member companies.
There will also be presentations by FIERGS - the Federation of the Industries of Rio Grande do Sul, a State in the South of Brazil.  The organisation represents 41,000 factories, which directly employ 600,000 people in this region.
The Delegation

FIERGS are bringing over to the UK approximately 15 Brazilian companies from Rio Grande do Sul and these companies are actively looking for UK partners. 

The group also contains institutional organisations (see attached list) who are visiting the City Council.
City Council Programme

2.00pm - 2.30pm 
Meeting with Leader of Council. Rob Hamilton to also attend
2.30pm - 2.45pm 
Travel to Walker Riverside
2.45pm - 4.00pm 
Wellstream: presentation and tour of plant

4.00pm - 5.00pm
Shepherd Offshore: presentation on Renewable Energy Park and tour of Clipper Windpower facility on Neptune Yard

Rest of the Delegation Programme
There is also a Networking Dinner with Petrobras UK & FIERGS on the evening of Monday 28 June at the Hilton Hotel, to which we are invited.

The dinner will welcome to the region Petrobras new UK E&P office and FIERGS, the Federation of the Industries of Rio Grande do Sul.

The dinner will commence with welcome drinks at 7.00pm, dinner will be served at 7.30pm and the evening will end at approximately 10.00pm. The dress code is lounge suit. 

On the Tuesday 29 June the delegation are visiting TAG, Wilton, BEL Valves and Contitech Beattie. 
They will then travel to Aberdeen for a similar programme.
